In reactor experiments, the experimentally measured stable periods are converted into units of reactivity using the well known inhour relation.
In practice one evaluates this relation numerically on a computer, over the whole range of periods of interest to the experimentor prior to the conduction of the experiment, and has the data available in the form of tables or graphs for easy reference. When a critical facility is used for the study of a series of multiplying systems, whether fast or thermal, the properties of the core often change from experiment to experiment. Alternately, in a uranium fueled research or power reactor, as the fuel is burnt up, the fissile isotopes of plutonium gradually replace 235U and 238U , and this affects the reactivity 
